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Abstract

This study examined the influence of community—policing partnerships on crime management in Mararaba Town,
Karu Local Government Area of Nasarawa State, Nigeria. Anchored on Social Capital Theory and Routine Activity
Theory, the research adopted a descriptive survey design with a sample of 364 respondents drawn from five
stakeholder categories police officers, PCRC members, vigilante operatives, community leaders, and adult residents
using Krejcie and Morgan's (1970) sample size table. Data were collected through a structured guestionnaire with a
response validity rate of 95.87% (n = 349) and analyzed using frequency distributions, Pearson product-moment
correlation, and simple linear regression via SPSS v27. Results indicated that joint patrols and intelligence sharing
are the most effective collaborative mechanisms. Community involvement was found to significantly predict policing
effectiveness (R = .348, R2 = 121, F(1, 347) = 44.544, p < .001), while the direct correlation between community
policing partnership and crime management was not statistically significant (r = —.081, p = .338). Major barriers
included lack of trust (32.95%), inadequate logistics (36.67%), and fear of reprisal (32.66%). The study recommends
institutionalized partnership programs, regular capacity training, public awareness campaigns, and structured
incentive schemes to strengthen community—police collaboration and improve crime management in peri-urban
Nigerian communities.

Keywords: Community Policing, Crime Management, Police-Community Partnership, Social Capital, Routine
ctivity Theory

1. Introduction In Nigeria, the formal adoption of community policing

dates to 2004, when the Nigeria Police Force (NPF)
Globally, policing has transitioned from a reactive,  piloted the Police Community Relations Committee
deterrence-based model to a proactive, community-  (PCRC) model with support from the UNDP and the
centred paradigm. This shift reflects a growing  British Council. In 2020, the Federal Government
consensus that sustainable public safety cannot be reinvigorated the initiative with an allocation of N13
achieved by the police alone but requires the active  pillion and the deployment of approximately 10,000
participation of citizens, civil society, and local  special constables nationwide, signalling a renewed
institutions (Bayley, 2023; Skogan, 2023). Community  commitment to participatory policing. Despite this
policing defined as a collaborative, problem-solving  policy momentum, crime and insecurity persist across
approach in which law enforcement and community  Nigerian communities, raising critical questions about

members share responsibility for crime prevention—has  the operational effectiveness and sustainability of
become a cornerstone of democratic security governance  community—police partnerships.

in many countries (UNODC, 2023).
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Mararaba Town, situated along the Abuja—Keffi
Expressway in Karu Local Government Area (LGA) of
Nasarawa State, is a particularly instructive site for
examining this question. Its proximity to the Federal
Capital Territory has driven rapid population growth
from 216,230 in 2006 to an estimated 333,800 in 2022
fuelling socioeconomic vulnerability and rising crime,
including armed robbery, burglary, drug-related
offences, and youth violence (Obi & Osisiogu, 2020).
Formal policing is regularly overstretched, and informal
security arrangements co-exist with but are not fully
integrated into the NPF's community policing
framework. Critically, empirical research specifically
focused on Mararaba remains scarce, creating a
significant knowledge gap.

This study addresses that gap by systematically assessing
how community—policing partnerships influence crime
management in Mararaba Town, with specific attention
to the extent of community involvement, the institutional
barriers that impede effective collaboration, and the
strategies most likely to enhance partnership outcomes.
The findings offer evidence-based insights relevant to
security governance in peri-urban Nigerian communities
more broadly.

The study pursued four specific objectives: (i) to
determine  how community—policing partnerships
influence crime prevention and control in Mararaba
Town; (ii) to assess the level of community involvement
in community-policing activities; (iii) to identify the
major challenges affecting effective implementation;
and (iv) to propose strategies for enhancing community—
policing effectiveness in managing crime.

Hypotheses

HO1: There is no significant relationship between
community—policing partnership and crime management
in Mararaba Town.

HO02: There is no significant effect of community
involvement on the effectiveness of the community—
policing partnership in Mararaba Town.
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2. Literature Review

2.1 Community Policing and Crime Management

Community policing is grounded in the principle that
police legitimacy and crime-prevention efficacy depend
on meaningful public participation (Ordu & Nnam,
2023). It redefines policing as a co-produced service:
citizens are not mere recipients of security but active co-
producers who generate intelligence, exercise informal
social control, and hold law enforcement accountable.
Research in both developed and developing country
contexts confirms that police—community partnerships
reduce fear of crime, enhance information flow, and
improve response times to criminal incidents (Gill et al.,
2022; Kenku & Umar, 2025).

In  Nigeria, evidence on community policing
effectiveness is mixed. Mohammed and Liman (2023)
found improved intelligence gathering and faster
incident response in the FCT following partnership
programmes, while Enyidah-Okey and Nnam (2023)
underscored that sustained effectiveness requires trust,
legitimacy, and accountable police behaviour.
Nationwide, a survey by Ogbonnia, Joseph, and Sahoo
(2025) found that although 86% of respondents
expressed willingness to engage in technology-enhanced
community policing, fewer than half had ever directly
participated in a police—community activity, illustrating
the gap between stated support and actual engagement.

Studies specifically situated in Nigeria's North Central
region geographically proximate to Mararaba highlight
how inter-communal diversity, rapid urbanisation, and
resource constraints shape policing outcomes (Onah &
Balogun, 2025; Adetunji & Umar, 2025). Challenges
such as inadequate funding, low public trust, political
interference, and poor logistics are consistently cited as
structural impediments to community policing success
(Lawal & Ebong, 2024; Shuaibu & Etim, 2025).

2.2 Theoretical Framework

The study is guided by two complementary theories.
Social Capital Theory, synthesised from Bourdieu
(1986), Coleman (1988), and Putnam (1993, 2000),
posits that networks of trust, reciprocity, and civic
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engagement enable collective action. Applied to
community policing, the theory predicts that
communities with high social capital—characterised by
strong interpersonal bonds, shared norms, and active
civic participation—will ~exhibit more effective
collaboration with law enforcement, greater intelligence
sharing, and lower crime rates. Empirical support from
Okeke and Ibrahim (2023) and Kenku and Umar (2025)
affirms that trust and reciprocity between police and
residents significantly predict the quality and frequency
of security cooperation in Nigerian settings.

Routine Activity Theory (Cohen & Felson, 1979)
complements this social-structural lens with a situational
one. The theory holds that crime occurs when a
motivated offender converges with a suitable target in
the absence of a capable guardian. Community members,
by organising patrols, reporting suspicious activity, and
maintaining vigilant neighbourhood surveillance,
function as informal capable guardians. The theory thus
provides a direct mechanism linking community
participation to reduced crime opportunity. Research by
Adeniran and Musa (2025), conducted in Nasarawa
State, found that organised watch groups and visible
patrols reduced property crimes by 36%, directly
validating the guardianship proposition.

Together, the two theories frame community—policing
partnership as simultaneously a social resource—built
through trust and cooperation—and a situational
prevention tool that reduces criminal opportunity
through enhanced guardianship. This dual lens structures
the analytical framework of the present study.

3. Methodology

3.1 Research Design and Study Area

The study adopted a descriptive survey research design,
which is appropriate for capturing perceptions, attitudes,
and behavioural patterns across a defined population
without manipulating variables. The study area is
Mararaba Town in Karu LGA of Nasarawa State,
Nigeria (latitude 8°58'N; longitude 7°38'E), situated
approximately 20 km from the FCT-Abuja border.
Mararaba combines a rapidly growing multi-ethnic
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population, diverse informal economic activity, and
elevated crime incidence, making it a representative and
policy-relevant site for assessing community policing in
peri-urban Nigeria.

3.2 Population, Sampling, and Data Collection

The target population comprised all individuals directly
or indirectly engaged in community policing and crime
management in  Mararaba Town, aggregating
approximately 6,902 stakeholders across five categories:
police officers (n = 1,183), PCRC members (n = 347),
vigilante and youth security group members (n = 496),
community leaders (n = 100), and adult resident civil
participants (n = 4,876).

Using the Krejcie and Morgan (1970) sample size table
at a 95% confidence level and a 5% margin of error, a
sample of 364 respondents was determined and
proportionately stratified across the five categories.
Purposive sampling was used to select police officers,
PCRC members, and vigilante leaders on account of
their direct strategic involvement in community
policing; simple random sampling was applied to the
resident and youth volunteer categories to ensure
unbiased representation.

Data were collected through a structured self-
administered questionnaire delivered face-to-face by the
researcher and trained assistants across the
neighbourhoods of Ado, Kabayi, Abacha Road, Orange
Market, and Sharp Corner. The instrument was validated
through expert panel review and pilot-tested on 30
respondents from New Karu Town; Cronbach's alpha
reliability coefficient was 0.87 (threshold: 0.70;
Nunnally, 1978). Of 364 administered questionnaires,
355 were returned (97.53%), of which 349 (95.87%)
were valid and used for analysis.

3.3 Data Analysis

Quantitative data were analysed using SPSS version
27.0. Descriptive statistics frequencies, percentages,
means, and standard deviations summarised
demographic profiles and key variable distributions.
Pearson product-moment correlation (PPMC) was used
to test Hypothesis 1, and simple linear regression was
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employed to test Hypothesis 2. All inferential tests were
conducted at a significance level of o = .05.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Table 1 presents the socio-demographic profile of the
349 valid respondents.

Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents (n = 349)

Demographic Variable Category Frequency Percentage (%)
Age 18-25 years 72 20.63
26-35 years 104 29.80
36-45 years 93 26.65
46-55 years 57 16.33
56+ years 23 6.59
Gender Male 198 56.73
Female 151 43.27
Education HND/B.Sc 121 34.67
Postgraduate 50 14.33
NCE/OND 67 19.20
Secondary 79 22.64
Primary/None 32 9.17
Occupation Civil Servant 101 28.94
Trader 88 25.21
Artisan 64 18.34
Student 54 15.48
Transporter 42 12.03
Respondent Category Police Officer 52 14.90
PCRC Member 26 7.45
Vigilante Member 33 9.46
Community Leader 28 8.02
Resident 210 60.17

Source: Field Survey, 2025

The sample was predominantly male (56.73%) and
educated to tertiary level (68.20% holding NCE/OND,
HND/B.Sc, or postgraduate qualifications). The modal
age bracket was 26-35 years (29.80%), confirming
substantial representation of economically active adults.
Civilian residents constituted the majority of
respondents (60.17%), with police officers comprising
14.90% of the sample.
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4.2 Influence of Community—Policing Partnership
on Crime Prevention and Control

Three items operationalised this variable. As Table 2
shows, the majority of respondents (41.83%) reported
that community—police collaborations frequently
resulted in the arrest or deterrence of offenders, and
18.62% indicated this occurred very frequently, yielding
a combined effective collaboration rate of 60.45%.
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Table 2: Influence of Community—Policing Partnership on Crime Prevention (n = 349)

Collaboration Item Response Category Frequency %
Frequency of collaboration leading to Frequently 146 41.83
arrest/deterrence

Very Frequently 65 18.62
Occasionally 102 29.23
Rarely 36 10.32
Most effective form of collaboration Joint Patrols 118 33.81
Intelligence Sharing 99 28.37
Public Sensitization 77 22.06
Conflict Mediation 55 15.76
Aspect contributing most to crime Increased Information Flow 129 36.96
control
Prompt Response to 103 29.51
Distress Calls
Improved Patrol Visibility 68 19.48
Community Vigilance 49 14.05

Source: Field Survey, 2025

Joint patrols were identified as the most effective
collaboration mechanism (33.81%), followed by
intelligence sharing (28.37%). Increased information
flow was perceived as the most impactful partnership
component for crime control (36.96%), underscoring the
centrality of  communication in  partnership
effectiveness.

4.3 Level of Community Involvement in
Community-Policing Activities

Table 3 details respondents' engagement patterns. The
modal attendance frequency for community security
meetings was monthly (37.82%), and a combined
54.44% of respondents reported attending at least
monthly or more. Youth associations were the most
active contributing group (34.96%), followed by market
associations (24.07%). Providing intelligence emerged
as the primary residential role (37.53%), alongside
reporting suspicious activities (26.65%).

Table 3: Community Involvement in Policing Activities (n = 349)

Involvement Item Leading Response Frequency %
Attendance at security meetings Monthly 132 37.82
Occasionally 118 33.81
Weekly 58 16.62
Never 41 11.75
Group contributing most to CP Youth Associations 122 34.96
Market Associations 84 24.07
Traditional Councils 75 21.49
Religious Bodies 68 19.48
Most frequent residential role Providing Intelligence 131 37.53
Reporting Suspicious 93 26.65

Activities

Participating in Patrols 76 21.78
Supporting Crime Victims 49 14.05

Source: Field Survey, 2025
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4.4 Challenges Affecting the Effectiveness of
Community—Policing Partnerships

Table 4 summarises responses to three challenge items.
Lack of trust was the most frequently cited obstacle to
police—community cooperation (32.95%), followed by

resource shortage (22.07%) and poor communication
(24.64%). At the operational level, inadequate logistics
dominated (36.67%), ahead of weak coordination
(23.78%) and poor training (19.77%). Fear of reprisal
was the primary individual-level barrier to participation
(32.66%), followed by corruption (27.22%).

Table 4: Challenges Affecting Community—Policing Effectiveness (n = 349)

Challenge Type Response Category Frequency %
Major challenge to police— Lack of Trust 115 32.95
community cooperation
Poor Communication 86 24.64
Resource Shortage 77 22.07
Political Interference 71 20.34
Operational challenge for local Lack of Logistics 128 36.67
policing groups
Weak Coordination 83 23.78
Poor Training 69 19.77
Inadequate Incentives 69 19.77
Factor discouraging citizen Fear of Reprisal 114 32.66
participation
Corruption 95 27.22
Lack of Feedback 77 22.07
Neglect of Community 63 18.05
Input

Source: Field Survey, 2025

4.5 Strategies for Improving Community—Policing
Partnerships

Adequate funding was identified as the most needed
improvement (32.09%), followed by regular training
(25.50%) and equipment provision (24.93%). Public
awareness programmes were ranked as the most
effective communication strategy (35.53%).
Recognition awards were the preferred incentive for
encouraging citizen participation (30.37%).

4.6 Hypothesis Testing

4.6.1 Hypothesis 1: Relationship between CPP and
Crime Management

A Pearson product-moment correlation was conducted
to test whether community—policing partnership (CPP)
significantly predicts crime management (CM) in
Mararaba Town.

Table 5: Pearson Correlation — CPP and Crime Management

Variable Mean SD
Community—Policing 18.23 4.55
Partnership (CPP)

Crime Management (CM) 89.16 23.34

df r 95% Cl p
347  —081  [-.242,.085] 338

Note: Correlation is non-significant at o. = .05.
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The results revealed a weak, non-significant negative
correlation, r(347) = —-.081, p = .338, 95% CI
[-.242, .085]. The null hypothesis (HO1) is therefore
retained: no statistically significant relationship exists
between community—policing partnership and crime
management in Mararaba Town. This finding suggests
that despite the existence of structured policing
arrangements, they have not yet produced a measurable

impact on crime control outcomes within the study
period.

4.6.2 Hypothesis 2: Effect of Community
Involvement on CPP Effectiveness

A simple linear regression was conducted to determine
whether community involvement (CI) significantly
predicts the effectiveness of the community—policing
partnership (CPP).

Table 6: Simple Linear Regression — Community Involvement on CPP Effectiveness

Outcome Variable Predictor R R2
CPP Effectiveness Community  .348  .121
Involvement

F df B t 95% ClI p
44544 1,347 348  6.674 [0.907,  <.001
1.666]

Note: F =44.544, p < .001.

The regression model was statistically significant, F(1,
347) = 44544, p < .001. Community involvement
accounted for 12.1% of the wvariance in CPP
effectiveness (R? = .121), with a significant standardised
coefficient of f = .348 (t = 6.674, p < .001). The null
hypothesis (H02) is rejected: community involvement
exerts a significant positive effect on the effectiveness of
community—policing partnerships. This finding confirms
that active citizen engagement—through intelligence
provision, patrol participation, and security meeting
attendance—is a critical predictor of partnership
performance.

4.7. Discussion of Major Findings

The dual theoretical framework employed in this study
Social Capital Theory and Routine Activity Theory
provides an integrated explanatory lens through which to
interpret the empirical findings. The result that
community—police collaborations frequently produce
deterrence and arrest outcomes (60.45% reporting
frequent or very frequent occurrence) aligns with the
guardianship proposition of Routine Activity Theory
(Cohen & Felson, 1979): active community participation
increases the effective presence of capable guardians,
thereby reducing criminal opportunity convergence.
This finding corroborates Adeniran and Musa (2025),
who recorded a 36% reduction in property crimes in
Nasarawa State neighbourhoods with organised watch

51

groups. The primacy of joint patrols (33.81%) and
intelligence sharing (28.37%) as effective mechanisms is
similarly consistent with Ekanem and Bello (2025), who
found that visible, cooperative policing operations
generate the greatest deterrent effect.

The significant effect of community involvement on
partnership effectiveness (p = .348, p < .001) is
theoretically grounded in Social Capital Theory:
communities whose members actively engage in security
meetings, share intelligence, and cooperate with
enforcement agents build the trust and reciprocal norms
that Putnam (1993) identifies as the constitutive
elements of social capital. Okeke and Ibrahim (2023) and
Kenku and Umar (2025) both found that trust-based
relationships between police and residents predict
information flow and cooperative patrol engagement
precisely the mechanisms identified as most effective in
the present study. Youth associations emerged as the
leading community actor (34.96%), a finding echoed by
Akinyemi and Gambo (2025), who observed that youth
and market groups are the most consistently active in
patrol initiatives in Northern Nigeria.

The non-significant overall correlation between CPP and
crime management (r =—.081, p = .338) warrants careful
interpretation. This finding does not imply that
community policing is ineffective per se; rather, it
reflects a structural disconnection between the existence
of partnership arrangements and their operational
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translation into measurable crime reduction outcomes.
This gap is explained by the challenge profile
documented in Section 4.4: lack of trust (32.95%),
inadequate logistics (36.67%), and fear of reprisal
(32.66%) collectively undermine the capacity of even
well-intentioned collaborative structures to achieve
crime control goals. The Social Capital lens is instructive
here: trust is a constitutive prerequisite for social capital,
and its absence—documented in nearly one-third of
responses signals a breakdown in the very foundation
upon which community policing must be built. Adeoye
and Musa (2024) and Ene and Sanni (2023) reached
parallel conclusions regarding trust deficits in Nigerian
community policing contexts.

The challenge of fear of reprisal (32.66%) reflects the
persistent accountability gap within the Nigerian
security system: citizens who provide intelligence risk
retaliation without adequate witness protection.
Corruption (27.22%) compounds this by eroding the
moral authority of law enforcement and reinforcing
citizens' rational calculus to disengage. Ibrahim and
Nwachukwu (2024) identified similar deterrents in
South-East Nigeria, confirming that these are systemic
rather than localised barriers.

On the strategy side, respondents' prioritisation of
adequate funding (32.09%), regular training (25.50%),
and public awareness programmes (35.53%) is
theoretically coherent: these inputs directly augment
capable guardianship (Routine Activity Theory) and
rebuild the reciprocal trust necessary for social capital
formation. Recognition awards (30.37%) as the
preferred participation incentive aligns with Coleman's
(1988) argument that social capital is reproduced
through acknowledged, positively reinforced civic
action.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

This study provides empirical evidence that community—
policing partnerships in Mararaba Town hold genuine, if
as yet unrealised, potential for enhancing crime
management.  Active  community  involvement
significantly predicts the effectiveness of policing
partnerships, while structural barriers principally trust
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deficits, logistical inadequacies, and fear of reprisal—
constrain the translation of partnership activities into
measurable crime reduction. These findings locate the
primary leverage points for reform: not in the existence
of partnership structures, but in the quality of trust,
communication, and resource support that animate them.

On the basis of the findings,
recommendations are advanced:

the following

First, the Nigeria Police Force and the Nasarawa State
Government should institutionalise structured, regularly
scheduled  partnership ~ programmes including
coordinated patrols, community intelligence forums, and
real-time feedback mechanisms across all Mararaba
neighbourhoods. Continuity and predictability are
prerequisites for the trust-building that Social Capital
Theory identifies as foundational to effective policing.

Second, government agencies and security authorities
should invest in dedicated public awareness campaigns
and community engagement workshops targeting youth
associations, market unions, and religious bodies, which
the study identifies as the most active and accessible
community actors. Expanding the breadth of civic
participation will strengthen the guardianship capacity
documented in Routine Activity Theory.

Third, institutional mechanisms for witness protection,
transparency, and anti-corruption enforcement must be
strengthened. Fear of reprisal and police corruption
together account for approximately 60% of the
individual-level barriers to participation identified in this
study; addressing these systemic failures is a necessary
condition for any other reform to succeed.

Fourth, the Federal and State Governments should
commit to sustained, transparent, and audited budgetary
allocations for community policing operations,
encompassing  patrol  logistics, communication
infrastructure, officer training, and volunteer incentive
schemes. Resource adequacy is not merely an
operational concern; it signals institutional seriousness
and reinforces public trust.
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Limitations and Future Research Directions

Several limitations qualify the generalisability of these
findings. The study is geographically confined to
Mararaba Town, and the security dynamics of peri-urban
settlements in other Nigerian states may differ
substantially. The reliance on self-reported questionnaire
data introduces the possibility of social desirability bias,
particularly on sensitive security topics. The study's
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